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Warm season’s greetings to clients, new and old, friends, and the many new acquaintances we have made in the last year.  We are grateful for your friendship, loyalty and support during 2008, and earlier.
Overall, we had a good 2008, but like many others in our business, it was not record breaking.  Most agree that the last half of 2008 presented many challenges that are likely to continue into 2009.  This is our fourth serious downturn since founding the firm in 1982.  If we have learned nothing else it is that those firms which have conserved capital and spent wisely have overcome these challenges.  Fortunately for us we have weathered the previous three downturns and, with your continued support, we will again display our staying power.

We have not been idle during the past year nor sat back and waited for things to happen.  Our offices moved in March to South Wacker Drive near the Sears Tower.  We continue to marvel at Buzz’s activities outside of the office.  For example, he successfully completed his three-year term on the IRC Recruitment Executive Board.  IRC Recruitment is a global alliance of 27 retained search firms in over 35 locations in which we have been active since 2001.  While on the Board, Buzz attended meetings in Helsinki, Dubai, Toronto and New Delhi, just during 2008.  Buzz also serves as Vice Chair of the Board of Governors of the Metropolitan Club of Chicago and heads the Governance/Nominating Committee.
Buzz’s other activities include Treasurer of The Alliance for the Great Lakes, an environmental advocacy group, and the IACPR; the International Association of Corporate and Professional Recruitment.  He remains very active in alumni groups of Arthur Andersen and Michigan State University.
Mick led a Hunt-Scanlon Conference, Panel Discussion, on developing and measuring leadership skills.  He also continues his work with the Salvation Army as well as his wine-making and tax advice to seniors.  As always, Kathy continues her contact with you, our friends and clients, to be supportive of your needs.

As we look forward to 2009 and beyond, we are again uncertain of what challenges will face us, but are ever encouraged by your continued confidence in our work and of course your friendship.  Both of these we believe bode well for our future.  We are strongly motivated by your loyalty to our firm and are committed to do whatever it takes to sustain your support.
From each of us at Donahue/Patterson we wish you and yours a Happy Holiday Season and a prosperous 2009.
Mick Donahue                              Buzz Patterson                             Kathy Parello
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